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ITEM NO" 15

Subject: Display of advertisements and
exchequer"

hoarflings at the cost of public

Election Commission's tetter No" 437/6/2004-PLN tfl, dated 0g.03.2004 addressed
to the Cabinet Secretary. Govt" of India, the Secrefary, fvlinistry of lnformation anS
Broadeastinrg, Govt. of India, the Chief Secretariei to'ttre Govt. of all States and
Yniql Territories and copies to Chief Electoral Officers of all States and Union
I erfltones

It has come to the notice sf the Commissipn that a number of hoardings
depioting the achievemenrs sf the party in power are being displayed by the Union
and lhe States/UT Governments at the cost of public exchequep- your aftention is
invited to sub-para (iv) of para Vll - Parly in Power- of the Model Code of Conduct for the
Guidance oflPolitical Parties and candidates which is as uhder:-

The party in power whether at the Centre or in the States/UTs csncerned. shat!
ensune that no cause is given for any eomplaint that it has used its official position for
the pprposes of its election campaign and in particulqr-(iv) lssue of advertisement at
the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other media and the misuse of
offioial mass media during the election period for parfisan coverage of political news
and publicity regarding achievements with a view to rfurthering thQ prospeets of the
party in pawer shal! be scrupulously avoided"'

\M{h the announeement of the schedule of eiections to Lok Sabha and the
ive Assemblies of Andhra pradesh, Karnatalga, orlssa and sikkim on 2g'

ebruary 20o4 the Model Code of Conduct camd into force immediately. The
display of such hoardings and advertispments at the cost of public

; even if such Hoardings, advertisements gr posters we.re disptayed prior
the date of announcement of eleetions. constitutei a violation of the Model Code
Conduct as it provides an undue advantage to the p?rty in power and has the effect
influencing the voters in favour of the par{y in power"

The commission directs that all such hoardings, advertisements,
shall be remsved forthwith by the concerned authorities

report furnished to the Gommission

The Gommission has also directed that no advertisements $hould be issued
the newspapers and other media inctuding electronic media at the cost of public

during the election period and the misuse 
_91rnas;:.rneuia 

dtrring the election

etc. on
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1e .gE



for partisan cov€rage of poliEdl news and

to furthering the prospects of the
!:

Afl Ministries/Departments/Offices of the

The receipt of this letter may be

in ppwer should be

rnay be informed of this directive of the Comrhission for

Ef' tR

regardipg achievements

entral Goveqnment and the



t.

Subject:

Sir,

INSTIIUCTION St. No.r00

ELECTION COMMTSSION OF INDIA

i" The Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India, Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi.

2. The Chief Secreraries of all
States and Union Territories

3" TheChief Elecroral Officers of alX
States and Union Territories

Instructiors-relating to deletion of all references on politicians&Iinisters
on the official website during election period of General ]/ Bye-Elections to
the I-ok Sabha and State Irgislative Aisemblies _ regarding.

I arn directed to state that the Commission has considered the question of
various references currently available in the State Government websites/lvfinisteriat official
websites pertaining to several Department and Govt. Organization hightighting their
achievements but eulogizing the same as personal achievements of politibians / Ministers. The
commission has deeided that during thr: period when rnodel code of conduct is in f,orce in
connection with !'pneral election to the Lok sabha /state. Legislative Assemblies, all
references to Ministers, Politicians or .Political Parties available on such state Government
/central Govemmemt 's official websites,-shall be taken off/ purged of. During bye-elections,
these instructions rnay be confined to only those Politiciansarlinisters, etc. who themselves
become candidates at such bye- elections.

This may kindly be brought to the notice of all coni:erncd f,or striet compliance.
Kindly ackaowledge receipt.

Yours faithfully,

(K" N. BrraR)
TJNDERSECRETARY

The Principal secretary /secretarievunde'secretaries for foilow up aetion.

Copy to:

Nirvachan Sadanr, Ashoka Roua, N"* Oett il10001
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